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other accompaniments. In all these processions of the gods it is not the chief idol of the temple that is taken out, for the chief idol is never removed from its position for any purpose whatever, after it has once been placed and consecrated (pratishta). What is used upon such occasions is a representative or rather two representatives, which are kept for the purpose; one to represent the god and the other his wife. When the gods are taken in procession, it is not to give the gods an airing, as is popularly supposed. The idea is that those who are unable to go to the temple and look upon the image there should have a chance of seeing its face in this way. The passing of the gods through the streets is also supposed to purify and bless the streets and houses. As the procession moves along, the devout may be seen placing their hands together and making obeisance to the god. Some bring offerings of various kinds which are placed in a receptacle under the car upon which the idol sits, and the priest blesses the giver.
A peculiar custom is followed when the procession returns to the temple. Two high poles are erected in front of the temple to which a thick wreath of straw is attached. It stretches across the road. It is then set on fire and the whole procession must pass under the burning wreath. This in some way refers to the triumph of Siva over the tripurasura.
It is at this festival that women especially of the Smartha sect especially worship the moon, with a view to the obtaining of such blessings as male offspring, long life and prosperity. This worship is performed in the following manner. After the temple worship, women, in various groups, take a small thin silver medal which is stamped with the shape of the moon, and place it upon some large leaf like that of the plantain or lotus. This is laid upon the ground in the courtyard of the temple under the full rays of